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(57) ABSTRACT 
A smart reflection antenna system and method are disclosed. 
In this regard, a representative embodiment of a smart 
reflection antenna system includes an interrogator transmit-
ter (11) having an IT array of at least two antennas, the IT 
being configured to simultaneously transmit a carrier signal 
from multiple antennas of the IT array. The system also 
includes a tag having a tag array of at least one antenna. The 
tag being configured to simultaneously receive the carrier 
signal from the IT array via the tag array, modulate the 
carrier signal into a modulated carrier signal; and simulta-
neously transmit the modulated carrier signal via the tag 
array. The system also includes an interrogator receiver (IR) 
having an IR array of at least two antennas, the IR being 
configured to simultaneously receive the modulated carrier 
signal from the tag array via multiple antennas of the IR 
array. Other embodiments of systems and methods are 
disclosed. 
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SMART REFLECTION ANTENNA SYSTEM 
AND METHOD 
CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 
The application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional 
Application Serial No. 60/193,829, filed on Mar. 31, 2000, 
and titled, "Smart Reflection Antenna System," which is 
incorporated by reference herein in its entirety. 
FIELD OF THE INVENTION 
The present invention generally relates to antennas, and in 
particular, to a smart reflection antenna system and method 
for improving the characteristics of a signal. 
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
Antennas are commonly used for relaying information 
from one point to another. FIG. lA shows a conventional 
array-to-array link 81, with an uninformed transmitter. The 
array-to-array link 81 includes a transmitter 82 coupled to an 
array of transmitter antennas 21-24. The transmitter anten-
nas 21-24 are collectively referred to as transmitter array 84. 
Individual transmit antennas or groups of transmit antennas 
21-24 transmit independent streams of data. Additionally, 
the array-to-array link 81 includes a receiver 83 coupled to 
2 
modulated carrier signal 95. This tag transmission technique 
is called "modulated backscatter" and has the advantage of 
a dramatic reduction in required power because of the lack 
of a power amplifier, relative to the active transmitter. This 
5 technology is widely used for actively powered Radio 
Frequency Identification (RFID), or RF tag applications. Its 
major disadvantage is that the power of the sidebands 
received at the IR is quite weak, falling off with the square 
of the distance between the IT antenna 85 and the tag 
10 
antenna 88, and then falling off again with the square of the 
distance between the tag antenna 88 and the IR antenna 94. 
Therefore, assuming that the IT antenna 85 and the IR 
antenna 94 are close in proximity, the power of the modu-
15 lated carrier signal 95 decreases with the fourth power of the 
distance between the tag antenna 88 and the IR antenna 94. 
In contrast, the power of active transmitters falls off with the 
square of the distance between the active transmitter and a 
receiver. A carrier signal that is modulated backscattered 
20 also suffers larger fluctuations in multipath fading according 
to a product of Rician fading factors, instead of a single 
Rician fading factor for an active transmitter. 
FIG. 2B shows that the impedance control signal 89 may 
25 be the product of a periodic square wave 90 and an infor-
mation waveform 91. The information waveform 91 
an array of receiver antennas 27-30. The receiver antennas 
27-30 are collectively referred to as receiver array 31. In the 30 
embodiment shown by FIG. lA, there is no communication 
depends on the data stream or information that a tag is 
transmitting, and is usually a constant if only one bit of 
information is being transmitted. 
Although FIG. 2A depicts an embodiment that modulate 
backscatters the carrier signal 87, it does not disclose 
improving the signal-to-noise ratio (SNR) of the modulated 
carrier signal 95. As for most radio applications in scattering 
environments, in accordance with prior art, the SNR of the 
modulated carrier signal may be improved by slight move-
of information regarding a channel between the transmitter 
array 84 and the receiver array 31. There is also no modu-
lated backscatter of a carrier signal in the array-to-array link 
35 
81. Moreover, the transmitter antennas 21-24 and the 
receiver antennas 27-30 must be spaced sufficiently far apart ments of tag antennas. FIG. 3 shows a conventional tag 
antenna 88 in a tag 86. The tag antenna 88 typically changes 
its physical characteristics, such as for instance, the position, 
so that the independent data streams can be recovered by the 
receiver array 31. 
FIG. lB shows a conventional array-to-array link 20, with 
an informed transmitter. The receiver array 31 communi-
cates information about the channel between the transmitter 
120 and the receiver 121 to the transmitter array 84. The 
information enables the transmitter 120 to set the transmitter 
array weights to achieve a high data rate, using the method 
of "water-filling". However, the communication is typically 
done as a wireless radio frequency (RF) transmission. 
FIG. 2Ashows a conventional transponder or a tag 86 that 
uses passive transmission. An interrogator transmitter (IT) 
with an antenna 85 generates a carrier signal 87, and there 
is no power amplifier in the tag 86. Comparatively, in a tag 
that uses active transmission, a RF carrier signal is generated 
40 from position 392 to position 402, to improve the SNR of the 
modulated carrier signal 95. Alternatively, multiple tag 
antennas might be specially manufactured or might adapt 
themselves to change the relative phases and amplitudes of 
45 the modulated carrier signal 95 to improve the SNR of the 
modulated carrier signal 95. 
Another conventional embodiment is an uniform linear 
array (ULA), which is an array of antennas, placed in a 
straight line and equally spaced in the IT. The array weights 
50 are computed to form a beam that is steered to a particular 
angle. The angle must be known a priori or estimated based 
on signals previously received by a receiver. This method to 
calculate the weights of the antennas in the IT is prone to 
55 angle estimation error and does not significantly enhance the 
SNR of the modulated carrier signal. Moreover, the loca-
tions of the IT antennas are constrained to be uniformly 
linear, and therefore cannot be placed in arbitrary locations 
in a tag, modulated, amplified with a power amplifier, and 
then delivered to an antenna port for transmission. In FIG. 
2A, the carrier signal 87 falls on the tag antenna 88 and is 
reflected in a time-varying manner by modulating the 
impedance of the tag antenna 88, using a switch 110 across 
the terminals 92 and 93 of the tag antenna. The terminals 92 60 
and 93 of the tag antenna 88 are switched between open and 
closed states, according to an impedance control signal 89, 
thereby conveying data by modulating the carrier signal 87 
and producing a modulated carrier signal 95. 
to provide, for example, macrodiversity. 
Hence an unaddressed need exists in the field for a system 
and method for improving the characteristics of a modulated 
carrier signal without changing the physical characteristics 
of the tag antennas such as, for instance, position of the tag 
65 antennas; without adopting or manufacturing the tag anten-
nas to produce certain relative RF phases and amplitudes; 
without restricting the communication of channel informa-
An antenna on an interrogator receiver (IR), the receiver 
antenna 94, detects the data from the sidebands of the 
US 6,509,836 Bl 
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tion to wireless RF transmissions; and/or without constraints 
on the locations of antennas in the IT array. 
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
4 
FIG. 2A shows a conventional transponder or a tag that 
uses passive transmission. 
FIG. 2B is a diagram that shows an impedance control 
signal that may be a product of a periodic square wave and 
The present invention overcomes the inadequacies and 5 an information waveform. 
FIG. 3 shows a conventional tag antenna that typically 
deficiencies of the prior art as discussed herein by providing 
for a smart antenna reflection system and method that 
improves the characteristics of a modulated carrier signal. 
In this regard, a representative embodiment of a smart 
reflection antenna system includes an interrogator transmit-
ter (IT) having an IT array of at least two antennas of the IT 
array. The system also includes a tag having a tag array of 
changes its physical characteristics, such as for instance, the 
position, to improve the SNR of the modulated carrier 
10 signal. 
FIG. 4 shows an embodiment of the present invention for 
improving the SNR of a modulated carrier signal, in accor-
dance with the present invention. 
FIG. 5 shows the channel gains from the IT array to the 
tag array, the sideband channel gains from the tag array to 
the IR array, and the weights of the antennas in the IT array 
and the IR array, in accordance with the present invention. 
FIG. 6 shows the IT antennas that can be used to create 
at least one antenna. The tag being configured to simulta-
neously receive the carrier signal from the IT array via the 15 
tag array, modulate the carrier signal into a modulated 
carrier signal; and simultaneously transmit the modulated 
carrier signal via the tag array. The system also includes an 
interrogator receiver (IR) having an IR array of at least two 
antennas, the IR being configured to simultaneously receive 
the modulated carrier signal from the tag array via multiple 
antennas of the IR array. 
20 distorted phase front, thereby eliminating the need to change 
the physical characteristics of tag antennas, in accordance 
with the present invention. 
In another embodiment, the invention may be constructed 
as a method for improving the characteristics of a 
modulated carrier signal. The method comprising the 
steps of: 
FIG. 7A shows a second embodiment of the present 
25 invention that uses different data streams to modulate back-
scatter the carrier signal. 
FIG. 7B shows the second embodiment of the present 
invention that uses different data streams and different 
30 
modulation techniques to modulate backscatter the carrier 
signal. 
determining a product channel matrix between an inter-
rogator transmitter (IT) antenna array and an interro-
gator receiver (IR) antenna array, wherein the product 
channel matrix is the product of a matrix of complex 
channel gains between the IT antenna array and a tag 
antenna array and a matrix of complex sideband chan-
nel gains between the tag antenna array and the IR 
antenna array; calculating antenna weight vectors for 35 
the IT antenna array and the IR antenna array from the 
product channel matrix; and controlling the weights of 
antennas of the IT antenna array with the calculated 
antenna weight vectors, such that the signal-to-noise 
ratio (SNR) is maximized for the modulated carrier 40 
signal. 
Other systems, methods, features, and advantages of the 
present invention will become more apparent to one 
with skill in the art upon examination of the following 
drawings and detailed description. It is intended that all 
such additional systems, methods, features, and advan-
tages be included within this description, be within the 
scope of the present incention, and be protected by the 
accompanying claims. 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
The invention can better be understood with reference to 
the following drawings. The drawings are not necessarily to 
scale, emphasis instead being placed upon clearly illustrat-
ing the principles of the present invention. Furthermore, like 
reference numerals designate corresponding parts through-
out the several views. 
DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 
FIG. 4 shows a smart reflection antenna system 58 in 
accordance with a first embodiment. The smart reflection 
antenna system 58 includes an Interrogator Transmitter (IT) 
97 coupled to an array of antennas 41-44 referred to 
collectively as the IT array 40. The system 58 also includes 
a tag 85 coupled to an array of tag antennas 47, 54, 55, and 
57 referred to collectively as the tag array 56. The system 58, 
furthermore, includes an Interrogator Receiver (IR) 98 
coupled to an array of antennas 51, 50, 45, and 53 referred 
45 to collectively as the IR array 52. The IT 97, tag 85, or the 
IR 98 may be implemented in hardware, software, or in 
combination thereof. 
If desired, arrays of antennas can be used at either or both 
of the IT array 40 or the IR array 52. Any number of 
50 antennas can be used in the IT array 40, the tag array 56, and 
the IR array 52. Furthermore, only one tag antenna instead 
of multiple tag antennas, may be used in the tag array 56. 
One of the effects of increasing the number of tag antennas, 
55 and using the tag antennas 47, 54, 55, and 57 to identically 
modulate backscatter the carrier signal 46 is to increase the 
FIG. lAis a diagram of a conventional array-to-array link 
with an uninformed transmitter, that does not use modulated 60 
total average reflected power because of an increased cumu-
lative surface area of the tag antennas. With an increase in 
the number of tag antennas 47, 54, 55, and 57, there is no 
substantial increase in the diversity gain, that is, no substan-
tial reduction in fading margin, provided by the tag antennas. backscattering. 
FIG. lB is a diagram of a conventional array-to-array link 
with an informed transmitter, that does not use modulated 
backscattering, where the information regarding the channel 
between the IT array and the IR array can be communicated 
only in a RF transmission. 
Generally, the diversity gain, which is provided by the IT 
array 40 and the IR array 52, increases with the number of 
65 antennas on the IT array 40 and the IR array 52. 
An array at the IT 97 provides transmit diversity, which 
protects the carrier signal 46 from multipath fading on its 
US 6,509,836 Bl 
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way to the antennas 47, 54, 55, and 57 in the tag array 56. 
An array at the IR 98 protects the modulated carrier signal 
48 from multipath fading on its way from the tag array 56 
6 
the tag array 56. Moreover, any modulating device 107 that 
modulates the reflection coefficients of the tag antennas 47, 
54, 55, and 57, and is known to ordinary people skilled in the 
to the IR array 52. The IT array 40 and the IR array 52 yield 
diversity gains similar to the diversity gains employed in 5 
links with active transmitters. Therefore, the only placement 
consideration is that the antennas 41-44 in the IT array 40 
are typically spaced sufficiently far apart, for example, about 
art, can be used to generate the modulated carrier signal 48. 
The IT 97, via IT array 40, transmits a carrier signal 46 to 
the tag array 56. The carrier signal 46 is modulated back-
scattered by the tag 85 according to an impedance control 
signal 100 from modulating device 107 to produce a modu-
lated carrier signal 48. Modulation techniques, include, but 3 wavelengths or more, to achieve the maximum diversity 
gain. Similarly, the antennas 47, 54, 55, and 57 in the tag 
array 56, and the antennas 51, 50, 45, and 53 in the IR array 
52 are generally spaced sufficiently far apart to achieve the 
maximum diversity gain. Conventionally, arrays at the IT 97 
have only been considered for conventional beamforming, 
and not for the optimal diversity benefit being considered 
here. 
The antennas at any of the remote platforms IT 97, tag 85, 
or IR 98, are not required to have any particular placement. 
The platforms IT 97, tag 85, or the IR 98 may even be 
extended in the sense that the antennas for the IT array 40, 
for instance, may be spread about an area. A reason that the 
IT array 40 is separated from the IR array 52 is so the IR 
array 52 can adequately suppress the carrier signal 46. The 
IT array 40 and the IR array 52 could be overlapping or even 
the same if adequate isolation in the IR RF front end can be 
achieved. 
Furthermore, the tag array 56 can be located in or coupled 
to an actively powered device or a passively powered 
device. An actively powered device is a device that runs on 
a power source and allows communication across short and 
long ranges of distances. Generally, an actively powered 
device uses RF propagation to transmit information. 
Examples of an actively powered device include but are not 
limited to, an active transmitter, or a passive transmitter. An 
example of an active transmitter, includes, but is not limited 
to, a transmitter that uses an array-to-array link that does not 
use modulated backscatter. Preferably, in FIG. 4, the tag 
array 56 is located in or coupled to, passive transmitters. An 
example of a passive transmitter is a transmitter that uses 
modulated backscatter. However, other kinds of passive 
transmitters known to ordinary people skilled in the art can 
also be used. 
Moreover, the IR array 52 and the IT array 40 can be 
located in various places including, but not limited to, a 
ceiling of a store such as a grocery store, soldier man-packs, 
manned or unmanned vehicles in a battle field, or electronic 
toll gates. The tag array 56 can be located in places 
including, but not limited to, electronic shelf tags (EST) on 
the shelves of a store, forward-deployed sensors in a 
battlefield, automobiles, buses, train-cars, or shipping con-
tainers. 
10 
are not limited to, Quadrature Amplitude Modulation 
(QAM), on/off keying, or amplitude modulation. Preferably, 
to transmit one bit of information, the impedance control 
signal is a periodic square wave with a pulse rate of 25 kHz 
15 and a 50% duty cycle. Generally, the range of pulse rates 
extends to 40 kHz. However, other duty cycles and other 
pulse rates can also be used. Furthermore, the impedance 
control signal 100 can be any waveform including, but not 
limited to, a cosine waveform, a sine waveform, and 
20 preferably, a square waveform. 
The tag 85 transmits a modulated carrier signal 48 to IR 
array 42 via the tag array 56,. A computing device 99 
including, but not limited to, a microprocessor or a computer 
determines information regarding a channel (not shown) 
25 between the IT array 40 and the IR array 52, after the 
modulated carrier signal 48 is received by the IR array 52. 
The computing device 99 may be coupled to the IR 98, via 
link 108, or located within the IR 98. Alternatively, the 
30 
computing device 99 may be coupled to or located within the 
IT 97. The computing device 99 may instead be coupled to 
or located within the tag 85. Preferably, the computing 
device 99 is coupled to both the IT 97, and the IR 98. 
Furthermore, the computing device 99 may be implemented 
35 in hardware, software, or in combination thereof. A com-
munication link 45 communicates channel information 
regarding a channel between the IT 97 and the IR 98 from 
the IR array 52 to the IT array 40. The communication link 
45 could be a link including, but not limited to a wire, or a 
40 
wireless link such as a RF link. In the case where the IT array 
40 and the IR array 52 are coupled to or located in the same 
device, the communication link 45 may be unnecessary. The 
computing device 99 determines the weights of the antennas 
45 in the IT array 40 and the IR array 52, based on the 
information regarding the channel. The weights are then 
used to improve the SNR of the modulated carrier signal 48. 
50 
The algorithm for computing the weights of the antennas 
in the IT array, termed as the IT antenna weights, and the 
weights of the antennas in the IR array, termed as the IR 
antennas weights, to provide the maximum SNR is now 
explained. FIG. 5 shows the channel gains 66, 74, 72, and 73 
between the antennas 41 and 42 in the IT array 40 and the 
55 tag antennas 47 and 54 in the tag array 56. Let these gains 
be denoted H11 , H12, H21 , and H22, respectively, and let them 
compose the channel matrix H, A modulating device 107, including but not limited to, a 
switch that is coupled via link 109 to any one of the tag 
antennas in the tag array 56, or to any combination of the 
antennas in the tag array 56, can be used to produce the 60 
modulated carrier signal 48 based on the impedance control 
signal 100. Preferably, a diode switch that switches all the 
tag antennas in the tag array 56, is used to produce the 
modulated carrier signal 48 based on the impedance control 65 
signal 100, and the impedance control signal 100 is shared 
simultaneously by all the tag antennas 47, 54, 55, and 57 in 
Similarly, let the sideband channel gains 78, 65, 64, and 75 
between the tag antennas 47 and 54 in the tag array 56, and 
the IR antennas 50 and 45 in the IR array 52, be denoted G11 , 
G12, G21 , and G22, respectively, and let these gains compose 
the channel matrix G. 
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The computing device 99 (FIG. 4) identifies the product 
channel matrix Cp=HG. In FIG. 5, the computing device 99 
can be coupled to or located in the IT 97, tag 85, or the IR 
98, or may be independently located without being coupled 
8 
5 to any device. The identification of CP can be as straight-
passive devices, this phase relationship is achieved by 
varying the physical characteristics of the antennas in the tag 
array 56 so that their reflection coefficients have different 
desired phases and amplitudes (FIG. 3). The ability of tag 
antennas to create certain relative phases and amplitudes 
between their respective modulated carrier signals implies a 
significantly greater expense compared to tag antennas that 
do not have this feature. 
forward as successively sending a pilot or test signal from 
each IT antenna 41, 42 and measuring the responses at each 
IR antenna 45, 50. Blind channel identification methods may 
also be employed to avoid the overhead associated with pilot 10 
signals. 
The present invention avoids this expense by using the IT 
array 40 in FIG. 6 to provide the phase and amplitude control 
to improve the SNR of the modulated carrier signal. FIG. 6 
shows that the antennas 41-44 in the IT array 40 provide a 
distorted phase front 59. The distorted phase front 59 
The computing device 99 then performs a singular value 
decomposition or approximate operation on Cp, given by 
Cp=V~VH, where the columns of U are the left singular 
vectors, ~ is a diagonal matrix of the singular values of Cp, 
the columns of V are the right singular vectors, and the 
superscript "H" means conjugate transpose. Let Vmax and 
15 impinges on the antennas 47, 54, 55, and 57 in the tag array 
56, to provide the required relative phases. The distorted 
V max be the left and right singular vectors, respectively, 
corresponding to the maximum singular value amax· Let the 20 
IT antenna weights 68 and 77 be denoted X1 and X2 , 
respectively, and define the IT antenna weight vector as 
X=[X1 , X2 ]. Similarly, let the IR antenna weights 62 and 76 
phase front 59 can be changed, with convenience and ease, 
as needed by electronic control of the weights of the 
antennas 41-44 of the IT array 40. The weights can be 
electronically controlled by the computing device 99 (FIG. 
4). Hence, in FIG. 6, a control of the weights helps produce 
a distorted phase front 59 to enhance the SNR of the 
modulated carrier signal received by the IR array 52. be denoted W 1 and W 2 , respectively, and define the IR 
antenna weight vector as W =[W 1 , W 2 ]. An expression 25 
showing the carrier and first sideband components of an 
output signal in the IR 98 is 
In the second embodiment shown in FIGS. 7A and 7B, a 
carrier signal 46 is transmitted from the IT array 40 to the tag 
array 52. The carrier signal 46 is modulated backscattered 
and then further transmitted from the tag array 56 to the IR 
z(t)~XC P W1 m(t)cos([ w c +w0 ]t+8 )+bcos ( w ct+8')+n(t)+ 
where m(t) is an information waveform, we is the RF carrier 
frequency (rad/sec), w 0/2rt is the pulse repetition rate of a 
periodic square wave, 8 and 8' are sideband and carrier 
phases, respectively, b cos( wct+8') is the carrier component 
and n(t) is the additive thermal noise. The other sidebands, 
which are also proportional to XCPWH, are not shown. By 
the properties of the singular value decomposition, the 
weight vectors X=VmaxH and W=V maxH maximize the value 
of XCpWH, and that maximum value is amax· Therefore 
these weight vectors also optimize the SNR of z(t). 
When a wire couples the IT array 40 and the IR array 52 
in FIG. 4, both the weight vectors can be computed at a 
location, not necessarily at either the IR array 52 or the IT 
array 40, and conveyed to either the IR array 52 or the IT 
array 40 for application. When the IT array 40 and the IR 
array 52 are not coupled by wire, then the IR array 52 can 
transmit the weights 62 and 76 in FIG. 5 to the IT array 40. 
The weights must be updated as the channel between the IT 
97 and the IR 98 changes, approximately on the order of ten 
times a second to compensate for motion of any objects in 
an indoor multi-path environment, and after each change of 
the carrier signal 48's frequency in a frequency-hopped 
system. Also, the bandwidth of the wire connection between 
the IT array 40 and the IR array 52 is at most as wide as the 
bandwidth of an impedance control signal corresponding to 
the information waveform. 
The smart antenna reflection system and method is based 
on the idea that for any antenna array to do beamforming or 
to provide transmit diversity gain, the signals emitted by the 
antennas have certain precise phase and amplitude relation-
ships. Since preferably, antennas in the tag array 56 (FIG. 4) 
do not generate their own carrier signals, they cannot 
achieve these relative phases and amplitudes, using phase 
shifters or baseband phase encoding as arrays in active 
devices do. In conventional tag arrays that are used in 
30 
array 52. The computing device 99 (FIG. 4) determines the 
information regarding the channel between the IT array 40 
and the IR array 52, after the IR array 52 receives the 
modulated carrier signals. The information is used to cal-
culate the weights of the antennas 41-44 in the IT array 40 
35 and the antennas 51, 50, 45, and 53 in the IR array 52, to 
enhance the characteristics of the modulated carrier signals. 
The second embodiment allows for tag antennas 47, 54, 
55, and 57 to be partitioned into groups 103 and 102, such 
40 
that each group contains at least one tag antenna, and for the 
groups to modulate their reflections according to different 
data streams and/or different modulation techniques. Hence, 
a SNR corresponding to a single data stream is no longer a 
useful cost function, since there are multiple data streams. 
45 This leads to a different channel estimation procedure and a 
different solution for the transmit weights, weights of anten-
nas 41-44 in the IT array 40. Furthermore, the tag antennas 
47, 54, 57, and 55 can be adaptively grouped based on 
50 
information regarding the channel. 
The embodiment is further subdivided into, but is not 
limited to, two types. The first type, shown in FIG. 7A, uses 
co-channel modulation where the only difference in the 
impedance control signals 100 and 101 used by different 
55 groups 102 and 103 is that they convey different data 
streams. For instance, two tag antennas 47 and 54 in a group 
103 can be used to modulate according to one impedance 
control signal 101 to produce the modulated carrier signal 
48, and the other two tag antennas 55 and 57 in group 102 
60 can be used to modulate according to a different impedance 
control signal 100 to produce the modulated carrier signal 
104. 
The different groups 103 and 102 could be coupled to or 
65 located inside the same tag 85, or in different tags. The 
former enables a single tag 85 to increase the transmission 
data rate through the creation of parallel spatial channels. In 
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this embodiment, as in the first embodiment, the computing 
device 99 uses information regarding the channel to calcu-
late the weights of the antennas 41-44 in the IT array 40 and 
the antennas 51, 50, 45, and 53 in the IR array 52. 
10 
41-44 is otherwise arbitrary. The IR antennas 51, 50, 45, and 
53 have a similar function and therefore generally, have 
similar minimum spacing. 
In the second embodiment, a single IT weight vector and 
When the impedance control signals 101 and 100 are 
co-channel, the modulated carrier signals 48 and 104 inter-
fere with each other at every antenna 51, 50, 45, and 53 of 
the IR array 52, in the same way as the different signals from 
the active transmitters interfere with each other in the 
array-to-array link with uninformed transmitter (FIG. lA). 
5 multiple IR weight vectors are needed, one IR weight vector 
for each impedance control signal and its associated data 
stream. The IR weight vectors can be computed according to 
conventional multi-user techniques. However, there is no 
conventional technique that specifies the best IT vector. 
10 Furthermore, in the second embodiment, no longer can 
the IT vector be computed to maximize SNR corresponding 
to a single data stream because there are now multiple data 
streams, each with their own SNR in the IR 98. An alter-
15 native cost function for IT weight vector optimization can be 
average link capacity in bits/sec/Hz. The average is taken 
with respect to the multipath fading of the matrix channel 
gains. 
As in the array-to-array link with uninformed transmitter, 
the IR array 52, in FIG. 7A, can distinguish between the 
different modulated carrier signals 48 and 104 according to 
the difference in the "spatial signatures" of their respective 
tag antenna groups 103 and 102. The term spatial signature 
refers to the vector response of the IR array 52 for a given 
tag antenna group 102 or 103. In order for the spatial 
signatures to be sufficiently distinct, generally, no two tag 20 
antennas from the different groups 102 and 103, can be too 
close. The minimum separation should be at least a half 
wavelength in a rich scattering environment, and by more 
than approximately three wavelengths in a sparse scattering 
environment for best performance. In this case of co-channel 
modulation, multiple antennas in the IR 98 are required, in 
accordance with prior art, because only an antenna array can 
distinguish spatial signatures. The advantage of co-channel 
modulation is that there is no bandwidth expansion as 
30 
different data streams are added. 
An algorithm to calculate an IT weight vector that yields 
a higher average link capacity than the IT weight vector in 
the first embodiment, is now described. First, it will be 
assumed that each tag antenna modulates according to an 
independent data stream. By allowing only one tag antenna 
25 
at a time to be modulated, each column of H can be 
identified up to a complex constant. That is, if H; is the ith 
column of H, and if G; is the ith row of G, then the matrix 
H=HA can be identified, where A is a diagonal matrix with 
ith diagonal element 
A;;~IGJ. 
In the second type of modulation shown in FIG. 7B, the 
impedance control signals for different groups differ not 
only in that they convey data streams, but also in the 
technique of modulation. For example, different periods of 35 
a periodic square wave, result in different impedance control 
signals 101 and 105 that can be used for the different groups 
103 and 102, leading to different sideband locations in the 
modulated carrier signals 131 and 106. This is frequency 
40 
division multiplexing of the sidebands (not shown). Any 
technique of modulation known to ordinary people skilled in 
the art, can be used. 
In other words, each column of H is a column of H weighted 
by a different factor. The relative norms of the columns of H 
cannot be identified because of the product nature, HG, of 
this kind of channel. The approach is to eliminate the 
random effects of that which cannot be identified by nor-
malizing each colum~f H to have unit norm. In other 
words, a new matrix, H is created such that 
It follows that an IR 98 with only one antenna could 
separate the two modulated carrier signals 131 and 106 by 
filtering in the frequency domain and there is no minimum 
spacing required between the tag antennas 47, 54, 55, and 
57. The IT and IR antenna weights would be the same as in 
the first embodiment. 
As another example, the periodic square wave factors of 
the impedance control signals 101 and 105 can be the same, 
but the information waveform factors of 101 and 105 can be 
coded differently, for instance, by using different code words 
as in code-division multiplexing (CDM). The information 
waveform factors of the impedance control signals 101 and 
105 can be coded using any modulation technique known to 
ordinary people skilled in the art. The overall requirement on 
the impedance control signals in this second type of modu-
lation is that they typically be orthogonal waveforms and 
therefore separable by conventional means in the IR 98. 
In both of the above embodiments, the purpose of the 
antennas is, in part, to provide spatial transmit diversity. It 
where N is the number of tag antennas. The IT array vector 
45 is then set to_ be the conjugate transpose of the left singular 
vector of,_ H that corresponds to the maximum singular 
value of, H. This solution is the least squares fit to the N 
optimal, normalized transmit diversity weight vectors for 
50 
each tag antenna. 
If the tag antennas are partitioned into groups such that all 
the tag antennas in a group can be used to modulate 
according to a single impedance control signal, then the 
above solution is modified as follows. The IT array vector is 
55 assigned to be the conjugate transpose of the left singular 
vector of H*, where the ith column of H* is the optimal IT 
array vector for the ith group, computed by the methods of 
the first embodiment, and finally normalized to have unit 
norm. To identify the product channel matrix for a particular 
60 group, there is a period of time during which only that group 
modulates its impedance and the other groups do not modu-
late. As an alternative to the time-consuming procedure of 
the groups taking turns to modulate for the purpose of 
channel identification, the groups can modulate at the same 
time, but using different pulse repetition rates, thereby 
is well known to ordinary people skilled in the art that to 65 
achieve maximum diversity gain, the antennas generally 
have a minimum spacing. The placement of IT antennas making their sidebands separable in the frequency domain. 
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In concluding the detailed description, it should be noted 
that it will be obvious to those skilled in the art that many 
variations and modifications may be made to the embodi-
ments without substantially departing from the principles of 
the present invention. All such variations and modifications 5 
are intended to be included herein within the scope of the 
present invention, as set forth in the following claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A smart reflection antenna system comprising: 
an interrogator transmitter (IT) having an IT array of at 10 
least two antennas, the IT being configured to simul-
taneously transmit a carrier signal from multiple anten-
nas of the IT array; 
a tag having a tag array of at least one antenna, the tag 
being configured to: 15 
simultaneously receive the carrier signal from the IT 
array via the tag array; 
modulate the carrier signal into a modulated carrier 
signal; and 
simultaneously transmit the modulated carrier signal 20 
via the tag array; and 
an interrogator receiver (IR) having an IR array of at least 
two antennas, the IR being configured to simulta-
neously receive the modulated carrier signal from the 
tag array via multiple antennas of the IR array. 
2. The smart reflection antenna system as defined in claim 
1, wherein a computing device determines the information 
regarding a channel between the IT array and the IR array, 
after the IR array receives the modulated carrier signal. 
25 
3. The smart reflection antenna system as defined in claim 30 
2, wherein the IR array is further configured to communicate 
the information to the IT array. 
4. The smart reflection antenna system as defined in claim 
3, wherein the computing device uses the information to 
control weights of the antennas in the IT array to produce a 35 
distorted phase front to enhance characteristics of the modu-
lated carrier signal. 
5. The smart reflection antenna system as defined in claim 
1, wherein the tag array is divided into at least two groups, 40 
wherein each group has at least one antenna. 
6. The smart reflection antenna system as defined in claim 
5, wherein each group uses different data streams to modu-
late the carrier signal. 
7. The smart reflection antenna system as defined in claim 45 
5, wherein each group uses the different data streams and 
different modulation techniques to modulate the carrier 
signal. 
12 
taneously transmit a carrier signal from multiple anten-
nas of the IT array; 
a tag having a tag array of at least one antenna, the tag 
being configured to: 
simultaneously receive the carrier signal from the IT 
array via the tag array; 
modulate the carrier signal into a modulated carrier 
signal; and 
simultaneously transmit the modulated carrier signal 
via the tag array; and 
an interrogator receiver (IR) having an IR array of at least 
two antennas, the IR being configured to simulta-
neously receive the modulated carrier signal from the 
tag array via multiple antennas of the IR array; and 
a communication link connecting the IR array to the IT 
array. 
12. The smart reflection antenna system as defined in 
claim 11, wherein the communication link is a wired con-
nection. 
13. The smart reflection antenna system as defined in 
claim 11, wherein a computing device determines informa-
tion regarding a channel between the IT array and the IR 
array, after the IR array receives the modulated carrier 
signal. 
14. The smart reflection antenna system as defined in 
claim 13, wherein the IR array communicates the informa-
tion to the IT array, via the communication link. 
15. The smart reflection antenna system of claim 11, 
wherein the communication link is a wireless connection. 
16. A method for improving the characteristics of a 
modulated carrier signal, the method comprising the steps 
of: 
determining a product channel matrix between an inter-
rogator transmitter (IT) antenna array and an interro-
gator receiver (IR) antenna array, wherein the product 
channel matrix is the product of a matrix of complex 
channel gains between the IT antenna array and a tag 
antenna array and a matrix of complex sideband chan-
nel gains between the tag antenna array and the IR 
antenna array; 
calculating antenna weight vectors for the IT antenna 
array and the IR antenna array from the product chan-
nel matrix; and controlling the weights of antennas of 
the IT antenna array with the calculated antenna weight 
vectors, such that the signal-to-noise ratio (SNR) is 
maximized for the modulated carrier signal. 
17. The method of claim 16, wherein the modulated 
8. The smart reflection antenna system as defined in claim 
7, wherein the modulation techniques is a group consisting 
of code-division multiplexing (CDM), or frequency division 
multiplexing (FDM). 
50 
carrier signal is a carrier signal that is transmitted from the 
IT array, modulated backscattered and transmitted to the IR 
9. The system of claim 1, wherein the tag is further 
configured to simultaneously receive the carrier signal from 55 
multiple antennas of the IT array via multiple antennas of the 
tag array; and 
wherein the IR is further configured to simultaneously 
receive the modulated carrier signal from multiple 
60 
antennas of the tag array via multiple antennas of the IR 
array. 
10. The system of claim 1, wherein the at least one 
antenna of the tag array is a reflective antenna. 
11. A smart reflection antenna system comprising: 
an interrogator transmitter (IT) having an IT array of at 
least two antennas, the IT being configured to simul-
65 
array. 
18. The method of claim 16, wherein determining the 
product channel matrix comprises the step of identifying 
elements of the product channel matrix. 
19. The method of claim 18, wherein identifying elements 
comprises the steps of: 
sending test signals from each antenna of the IT antenna 
array; and measuring the responses of the test signals at 
each antenna of the IR antenna array. 
20. The method of claim 16, wherein calculating antenna 
weight vectors comprises the step of performing a singular 
value decomposition on the product channel matrix. 
21. The method of claim 16, wherein upon controlling the 
weights of the IT antenna array, a distorted phase front is 
produced. 
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22. The method of claim 16, further comprising the step 
of: 
controlling the weights of antennas of the IR antenna 
array with the calculated antenna weight vectors. 
23. The method of claim 16, wherein the tag antenna array 
comprises at least two groups of antennas, and wherein the 
steps of determining a product channel matrix, calculating 
antenna weight vectors, and controlling the weights are 
performed for each group of antennas. 
24. The method of claim 23, further comprising the steps 
of: 
normalizing each weight vector to unit norm; 
14 
means for simultaneously receiving the modulated carrier 
signal from the tag via multiple antennas of the IR. 
28. The system of claim 27, further comprising means for 
determining information regarding a communication chan-
5 nel between the IT and the IR. 
10 
29. The system of claim 28, wherein the means for 
determining comprises: 
means for determining a product channel matrix between 
an IT antenna array of the IT and an IR antenna array 
of the IR, wherein the product channel matrix is the 
product of a matrix of complex channel gains between 
the IT antenna array and a tag antenna array of the tag 
generating a final matrix from the normalized weight 
15 
vectors; and calculating final antenna weight vectors 
and a matrix of complex sideband channel gains 
between the tag antenna array and the IR antenna array; 
and 
for the IT antenna array and the IR antenna array from 
the final matrix. 
means for calculating antenna weight vectors for the IT 
antenna array and the IR antenna array from the prod-
uct channel matrix. 
25. The method of claim 23, wherein each group of 
antennas of the tag array utilizes a different modulation 
20 
technique to modulate a carrier signal. 
30. The system of claim 29, further comprising means for 
controlling the weights of antennas of the IT antenna array 
with the calculated antenna weight vectors, such that the 
25 signal-to-noise ratio (SNR) is maximized for the modulated 
carrier signal. 
26. The method of claim 23, wherein each group of 
antennas of the tag array utilizes different data streams to 
modulate a carrier signal. 
27. A smart reflection antenna system comprising: 
means for simultaneously transmitting a carrier signal to 
a tag from multiple antennas; 
means for simultaneously receiving the carrier signal 
from an interrogator transmitter (IT); 
means for modulating the carrier signal into a modulated 
carrier signal; 
means for simultaneously transmitting the modulated 
carrier signal to an interrogator receiver (IR); and 
30 
31. The system of claim 28, further comprising means for 
communicating the information between the IT and the IR. 
32. The system of claim 27, wherein the modulated carrier 
signal is a carrier signal that is transmitted from the IT, 
backscatter modulated, and transmitted to the IR. 
* * * * * 
